JOURNEY   FHOM RAMLAH,   &C.            ^67
Still ascending, we reached at length the
summit of these hills, from whence we had a
view of the extensive plains to the west, through
a break in the line of the first range of smaller
hills, distinguishing plainly, Ramlah, Lydda, and
Jaffah, with a long line of coast on the -north
and south, and the distant horizon of the west,
Stoney and rugged as the hills were here, there
were yet patches of-ploughed land, and evident
marks of care to save every rood fit for cul-
tivation.
Descending now on the eastern brow of these
hills, we came at one o'clock to the village of
Abu-Gosh, so called from its lord, an Arab chief in
great power here. A caphar was again demanded
of us by a party of about twenty men, who sat
by the way-side armed to enforce it. It was
accordingly paid, and soon afterwards the chief
himself, a fierce red-bearded man of about forty,
coming to accost us, demanded our paper of
protection. It was shown to him, and he said,
that as he held himself responsible for our safe
passage through his territory, which lay between
that of the Pasha of Acre, and the Pasha of
Damascus, he must keep this paper to certify
that we had so passed safely throjigh his hands.
In this village we saw the ruins of a Christian
church, apparently once a handsome edifice,
now used as a staidc for oxen* There are here